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(00:39) Hello, I’m Jeffrey Mishlove. Today I’d like to talk about Unidentified Flying Objects, a fascinating 

topic. Now, if you’ve watched segment number 16 of the “In Presence” series on psychokinesis, you’ll 

note that I report an experiment, in which I was engaged in, that produced one of the most 

well-attested UFO sightings in history. But I have to tell you, I have avoided the UFO community, UFO 

symposiums, professional UFO organizations, largely because there’s sort of a circus atmosphere that 

surrounds this phenomenon. I don’t think that the particular case in which I was involved has actually 

received much notice from the ufological community. 

 

(01:33) I’d also like to point out to you that if you look at the upper right-hand 

corner of your screen right now, you’ll see a link to an interview I conducted with 

Jacques Vallée about 30 years ago, believe it or not. Jacques Vallée is probably 

the leading thinker in the area of UFOs, and the interview that I did with him so 

long ago – I believe – is still quite relevant. He’s almost a mythological person, in 

the sense that a character was fashioned after him in the classic movie​ Close 

Encounters of the Third Kind​.  
 

(02:17) The main point that I’d like to make in discussing UFOs is that, in my 

opinion, it’s not a single phenomenon. It’s very likely many, many, different kinds of phenomena get 

lumped together in this category. For example, there’s good reason to think that some UFOs, and 

perhaps the ones that I have reported on, are psychological projections, or, to be more specific, 

psychokinetic projections. 

 

(02:48) A classic example of that, which is very clear-cut, is presented in ​The 

Roots of Consciousness​. It’s the case of Stella Lansing, a schizophrenic woman, 

actually, who was studied by the psychiatrist Berthold Schwarz. She had 

“thoughtographic” capabilities, and she was able to take many pictures of UFOs. 

She pointed her camera into the sky and snapped pictures, and they would be in 

a clock-like pattern, maybe a dozen of them, as if they were the part of the dial of 

a watch. Now, nobody else could see them, but they’d show up on the film, and 
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it’s pretty clear these were “thoughtographic”, or “psychographic”, or psychokinetic projections from 

her mind. 

 

(03:38) It’s also important to note that in the case of Ted Owens, and in the case of Uri Geller, two 

individuals with extraordinary psychokinetic capacities, both of them have a story in which it would 

appear that UFOs are somehow instrumental in the unfolding of their unusual abilities. Jacques Vallée, 

of course, equates UFOs to sightings that have been reported for centuries 

throughout humanity. I guess we can’t overlook the possibility that UFOs really 

do represent space vehicles from other planets. There’s good reason to think 

that might be true as well, particularly military sightings and the fact that UFOs 

seem to be, in some way, interested in U.S. atomic weaponry and U.S. missile 

systems. 

 

(04:41) Then again, there are those who hypothesize that these craft might be 

secret aircraft, either from the United States, or perhaps from our allies, or even 

our enemies. UFOs have been in the news a lot lately. It’s been reported that 

the military has been taking an interest in UFOs, but  ironically, the military 

interest, as far as we know, these days, is largely to determine whether they present a national security 

threat. It seems as if the military has concluded that, whatever they are, they do not threaten our 

national security. Jacques Vallée would suggest that UFOs represent part of a control system, that 

they’ve been shaping human culture at a subconscious level, maybe for thousands of years. 

 

(05:44) There’s the work of Zecharia Sitchin, a translator of ancient Sumerian 

texts. He argues that the gods of ancient Sumeria are actually beings who came 

to Earth in UFOs, and performed genetic experiments, mixing their own genes 

with the genes of native apes that existed on this planet, and that’s what gave 

birth to the human species as we know it today. That’s a very different theory 

than either Darwinian evolution or biblical creation. I think the evidence for that 

is rather thin, but I don’t think we can rule it out at this point. 

 

(06:34) My close friend Saul-Paul Sirag is a person who has 

been interested in UFOs ever since I first met him back in 

the early 1970s. We attended a number of UFO symposiums together back in 

those days. He proposes that UFOs might well be ourselves from the future. 

Future humans time-traveling back to the present, and probably, as such, very, 

very careful not to interfere too much with our present society. Another 

possibility, suggested to me by Ted Owens, the PK Man who I studied for 10 

years, is that they represent hyperspace beings, not from another planet but 

from another dimension of space. I can say that there’s a great deal of 

mathematical research, physical research, particularly in the area of “String 
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Theory,” “Membrane Theory” – cutting-edge ideas and physics today – that 

suggest higher dimensions of space. “Hyperspace,” as it is sometimes known, is a 

very real prospect. We’ve barely begun to understand the implications of this, 

and how it might be related to human consciousness and UFOs. 

 

(08:05) And, finally, I think we have to take the “trickster” archetype into 

account. UFOs may very well represent complex patterns that are simply so 

outrageous as to defy all rational understanding. Let me give you an example of 

my own encounter with the trickster archetype. This occurred back around 1978. 

I was invited with a small group of people to attend a UFO gathering, a private 

gathering, in Twentynine Palms, California, in the Mojave 

Desert. With us was a lady named Valerie as I recall who had actually worked in 

the White House of Gerald Ford, in the “Whip Inflation Now” program. She had 

a White House position, but she was something of a trance medium, and 

believed that she had telepathic connections with who she referred to as “the 

boys upstairs,” meaning beings associated with UFOs.  

 

(09:20) She had brought this group of people together in Southern California for 

the purpose of having an actual, physical encounter. She went into a trance and 

said, one day, “The encounter will occur this evening, about 4:00 in the 

morning. We’re going to get up, we’re going to ride out in jeeps way into the 

middle of the desert. There, the UFOs are going to land, and they will meet us.” So we did, at 4:00 in 

the morning, caravanning in two jeeps, about a dozen people, in the middle of the Mojave Desert. I can 

tell you, my jaw dropped when I saw four bright lights slowly descending to the desert floor, maybe as 

close as half a mile away from us. Unbelievable! I thought, for sure, oh my gosh, this is real!  

 

(10:20) Well, later I learned the truth of the matter. I don’t think it was planned, or I don’t think it was 

fraudulent, but it turned out we were right next to a military base and they were out on maneuvers in 

the middle of the night. What I had witnessed were flares, military flares, slowly descending in the 

desert. It looked like a formation of four UFOs. It turned out not to be at all, but what a striking 

coincidence that it happened at the time and place specified by a trance medium.  

 

(10:58) There are many other examples of this sort of synchronicity associated with “almost” UFO 

events. I could go on and on, the topic is really vast, but I think I’ve given you a picture. I would say in 

conclusion that parapsychologists ought to take a deeper interest in UFOs. I think they’re afraid to 

because, you know, it’s bad enough to be involved in one controversial science, to be involved in two 

would be almost too much. It sort of reminds me of Sammy David, Jr., who was both black and Jewish. 

“I got enough tsuris being Jewish, do I have to be black also?” It’s like that, being both interested in 

parapsychology and UFOs, but in search of the truth one has to do that. I think it’s very important to 

look for new hypotheses, and to defy, you know, conventional thinking about this. And always 

3 



remember the trickster is probably right over your shoulder when you engage in this pursuit. I’ll leave 

you with that thought. Thank you for being with me. (12:19) 
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